DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE VIGO COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD

DECEMBER 19, 2011

A. SEELYVILLE INTERNET ACCESS OUTREACH TRIAL PROJECT
The VCPL will offer Internet and computer access to residents of Selbyville beginning the first week in February for a six to eight week trial period. The Internet and computer access will be available in the Lost Creek township trustee office located at 9559 East U.S. Highway 40 for a four hour period one time per week. VCPL staff members will deliver and set-up 6 laptop computers and provide assistance to individuals during the four hour period. Staff will assess the need to provide basic computer use instruction to Seelyville residents during this period and may be requested to conduct additional training for those individuals who are not comfortable with computer use. Internet access and computer use would be restricted to use surrounding the need to utilize e-government resources, job searching and resume creation, and other types of information and not for frivolous use. The trial project originates from a request by the Lost Creek township trustee, Mr. Rick Long, to provide Internet access to low income Seelyville residents. Mr. Long has pursued the eventual building of a Seelyville community center facility that would house the township trustee office along with a small computer lab for township residents. This trial period will assess the need to provide computer and Internet access in the eastern edge of Vigo County for not only the VCPL but the Lost Creek township trustee. The VCPL is investigating the purchase of a wireless router and broadband cards for Internet access and Mr. Long is also investigating segmenting the township trustee’s own Internet wireless network. At this time no decision has been made on how Internet service will be provided. Mr. Long is very concerned about saving the VCPL money and that concern is deeply appreciated. This trial period will also provide the VCPL with needed feedback regarding the provision of mobile technology service with the use of a vehicle housing technology for computer and Internet access. The VCPL appreciates the assistance of the Lost Creek township trustee and is looking forward to this partnership with another local unit of government in Vigo County. 
B. ONE CALL NOW STAFF TELEPHONE NOTIFICATION SERVICE
The VCPL has subscribed to an automated telephone notification service to alert library staff to library and facility closings. The service is utilized by a number of churches, schools, and governmental units and sends telephone and e-mail messages to all library staff on a prescribed list in seconds.  Calls can be initiated by phone or computer, caller ID displays the library phone number, the service dials multiple phone numbers including cell numbers, delivers to voicemail and answering machines, and re-dials busy and no-answers. The annual cost for 1,000 calls is $89. The VCPL will continue to utilize the local media to notify patrons and the public regarding library and facility closures.
C. INDIANA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS GRANT
The League of Women Voters of Vigo County has received a grant from the Indiana League of Women Voters for $300 to print and publish on-line a local directory of contact information of elected officials. The printed publication will be available for distribution to the public at upcoming 2012 Crackerbarrel legislative sessions and the information will be posted to a website link on the VCPL reference webpage. The VCPL reference department will conduct the research required for the contents of both the printed publication and the website. Many patrons ask for this information and the publication will be useful for both library patrons and the general public. Special thanks to the League of Women Voters for their consideration of the Library’s needs in the application of the grant.
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D. DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE INVESTIGATION
Local representatives from Kemper Technology Consulting have been engaged to assist the VCPL in securing document management software. With the installation of document manage-ment the VCPL hopes to centralize document housing, provide full text indexing, distribute data management, and maintain document integrity. Kemper Technology Consulting provided two webinars demonstrating products from DocuWare and IChannel for staff to review. Kemper staff will continue to research other products that appear to meet the VCPL’s needs in the month ahead. The VCPL is also investigating what other hardware components are required in order to house and operate the database behind the software. No cost estimates regarding the software packages have been provided at this date.
E. MAIN LIBRARY ELECTRICTY COSTS JANUARY 2010 – DECEMBER 2011
[image: image1.emf]2010 2011 2012

JAN 15,358.77 $  15,060.81 $ 

FEB 13,279.11 $  14,329.03 $ 

MAR 14,464.19 $  11,746.56 $ 

APR 7,695.39 $     8,664.45 $    

MAY 7,223.68 $     8,003.77 $    

JUN 7,899.96 $     8,538.97 $    

JUL 8,931.75 $     10,276.56 $ 

AUG 9,045.83 $     11,089.78 $ 

SEP 8,856.31 $     11,453.48 $ 

OCT 8,382.32 $     10,888.23 $ 

NOV 8,309.42 $     9,085.91 $    

DEC 13,433.46 $  11,545.90 $ 
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F.
VCPL DATABASE UPDATE
The VCPL has added the following electronic information resources effective December 2012:
· AtoZ Databases
· replaces the REFERENCE USA product at a $12,400 savings per year (cost is $16,000 per year:

· designed to assist job seekers, small business owners, entrepreneurs, students, marketing researchers, career counselors, and library patrons seeking directory assistance; features include:

· 31.5 million U.S. Businesses including non-store front businesses, seasonal businesses, new businesses, doing business as and also known as references and true franchise ownership information

· Bi-monthly updates include telephone verification, web mining, and national change of address verification

· 215 million U.S. Residents compiled from real estate and tax information voter registration data, mail order data, and thousands of white pages

· 2 million new businesses compiled from secretary of state filings and new phone connects

· 200,000 new movers added weekly

· DIY Reference Center including Auto Repair Reference Center, Home Improvement Reference Center, and Small Engine Repair Reference Center
· EBSCO product providing magazine and newspaper articles, reference materials, and digitized books
· includes "how-to's" for learning skills such as carpentry, stonework, welding, and much more
· includes full text and color pictures
· Annual cost $7,114
· Hobbies and Crafts Reference Center

· EBSCO product providing full text articles and pictures covering arts and crafts, collecting, electronics and games, home and leisure, model building, needlecrafts and textiles, outdoors and nature, and scrapbooking and paper crafts
· Annual cost $2,038
G.
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY HOLIDAY SALE

The Friends conducted their annual Holiday Sale on Saturday, December 3, in the Main Library lobby. At the end of the 6 hour sale, the tired but happy volunteers had taken in $3,810.25, an increase of $340 over 2010!  In addition to Friends volunteers, the VCPL Teen Volunteers assisted at the cashier stations. Thanks to Susan Hoffman and Rex Certain, workroom co-managers, and their core of workroom volunteers who spent many extra hours during the month of November sorting and pricing for the sale.
During 2011, the Friends’ organization provided funding for adult programming, including The Big Read and brown bag programs, summer reading and afterschool programs for youth, book giveaways, teen mystery event, ESL literacy activities, and Habitat for Humanity partnership.
H.
FAMILY LEARNING DAY DOWNTOWN
The Walmart Foundation has awarded the Vigo County Public Library $1,000 for the 2012 Family Learning Day Downtown. The grant, written by Chris Schellenberg, will be used to purchase books.  A $500 grant from Sam’s Club funded books for the 2011 Family Learning Day Downtown. 
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I.
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW WITH REX ROASTING COMPANY
The January 19 Brown Bag program at 12:10 PM will feature  Chris Weber, Roast Master for the Rex Roasting Company of the Clabber Girl Family since 2009, who will provide coffee samples and discuss the history and future of Rex Coffee.  Topics will include coffee as an agricultural product, coffee history and culture, and coffee as a local product, both past and present.  Chris, who is constantly in pursuit of fine and unique coffees, has been searching since 2003 for the next perfect cup.  He has reformulated all of the Rex blends, including the original Rex, more closely replicating the blend offered until 1968 when coffee operations for Hulman & Co. ceased.
J.
WEST BRANCH ACTIVITIES

· Coffee Thursday on December 22, at 10:30 AM, will be “A Christmas Tea Party”.  Invite a friend, bring your favorite “Tea Cup” and “Hat” and celebrate the holidays.  Special music will be featured.  The event will be at All Place, 219 N. Providence Place in West Terre Haute.

· The Knit & Crochet Support Group will meet on Tuesday, December 27, at 10:30 AM, at West Branch.

· Computer basics class with Bonnie McNair will be conducted Wednesday, December 28, at 9 AM, at West Branch.

K. YOUNG PEOPLES SERVICES
Military Family Collection

Stephanie Land from the Wabash Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross met with Young Peoples staff June Dunbar and Margaret Korenski to discuss the idea of creating a military family collection at VCPL.  Purdue University has a Military Family Research Institute that assists communities in offering information to service families, and also provides grants for projects which Stephanie will pursue. Margaret Korenski and Holly Curtsinger were invited to attend a meeting of the Wabash Valley Military Support Organization, of which the Red Cross is a partner, to discuss the program.  The group is led by Sandra Dye of the Military Family Research Institute. The goal of the local group is to create a resource network for veterans and 
their families as well as active duty service members, including activated guardsmen and reservists, and their families.  The Young Peoples staff will involve Reference and Community Services to obtain ideas for this project.  

Teen Advisory Board – TAB

Teen volunteer facilitator Cindy Rider hosted a holiday/going away party for members of the VCPL Teen Advisory Board on December 15.  The group will be saying good-bye to Hannah and Jesse Smith who are moving to Texas.  Hannah has served as a teen volunteer since 2006 and has been a dedicated and hardworking volunteer. This year was Jesse’s first year to volunteer.    

Upcoming Events
Storytimes

· Wee Read Storytime ~ Ages 0-3, Wednesdays, Main Library, 10-10:30 AM & 11-11:30 AM, beginning January 18 through April 25

Director’s Report
















5

December 19, 2011
· Weave a Web of Tales Preschool Storytime ~ Ages 3-5,Main Library, Tuesdays, 1:30-2 PM, beginning January 17 through April 24; and Wednesdays, 10-10:30 AM beginning January 18 through April 25

· Friday Family Storytime ~ Main Library, 10-10:30 AM, beginning January 20 through April 27
Family & Teen Gaming

Families and teens are invited to stop in anytime on Saturday, January 21, between 11 AM and 2 PM, to play board games or video games for Wii, Playstation 3, and Xbox 360!  No registration is required, but parents are requested to participate with children under age 11.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Vigo County Public Library

Books Alive!  Shhhh, Don’t Wake the Bears!
It’s winter and everyone knows bears sleep all winter!  Right??  Youth in grades K-2 can enjoy  great stories and activities about bears on Monday, January 23, from 4-5 PM.   Sponsored by the Friends of the Vigo County Public Library
“See to Read” Storytime with Dr. Stacy Lowdermilk
Children, parents and caregivers are invited to attend this special program about the importance of eye care and exams for young readers on Wednesday, January 25, 4:30-5:30 PM.  Dr. Stacy Lowdermilk, local optometrist, will read the story My Travelin’ Eye by Jenny Kostecki-Shaw, followed by a discussion with parents and caregivers. Children will decorate foam eyeglasses and eye patches to become more familiar with these types of assistive devices and be more accepting of classmates /peers who use them.
If the family schedules an eye exam with a local optometrist, the family can return a special voucher to the VCPL for a free book, provided by the See to Read grant funding.   
Mother Goose on the Loose at VCPL!

Little ones ages 0-5 can have fun while learning at this exciting program on Saturday, January 28, from 10-10:30 AM and 11-11:30 AM.  Parents and children will experience nursery rhyme fun through music, puppets, instruments and more.  Sponsored by the United Way’s Success by 6 initiative and the Vigo County Public Library

Afterschool Adventures:  Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever
Greg Heffley is back… and he is in big trouble!  When a surprise snowstorm hits, poor Greg must spend several days trapped at his home before he can return to school and try to clear his name. Youth in grades 3-5 are invited to cure their “cabin fever” with games, crafts and activities on Monday, January 30 from 4-5 PM. Sponsored by the Friends of the Vigo County Public Library

	COMMUNITY OUTREACH ~ DECEMBER

	STAFF
	EVENT
	FOR WHOM

	Margaret Korenski
	Promoted library services & early literacy; distributed Books for Babies kits*
	Expectant parents at Regional Hospital

	Carolyn Clark
	Story time & tour of YP area
	Mothers & children from Mothering as a Career
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L.
OUTREACH  ACTIVITIES

During November, Outreach Librarian Jeanette Bouchie visited 18 agencies at 22 locations and read to approximately 252 children and 59 caregivers.
Jeanette has conducted discussions with the following agencies regarding the development of partnerships and use of VCPL’s materials and services:

· “GOOSE POOP 5K CHALLENGE”  – Jeanette and Alicia Mitchell, Mother Goose on the Loose, represented the VCPL at this United Way Fundraiser on November 5th.
· SENIOR EDUCATION MINISTRIES/DINE WITH A DOC – Jeanette discussed the Outreach Program and other library services and resources with the approximately 50 attendees at the Dine with a Doc program at Providence Housing in West Terre Haute on November 8th.    
· AROBOR/FSSA  – Jeanette spoke at the November 9th Impact network program and provided ARBOR clients with information about VCPL resources, including online databases, CustomGuides, Learn-A-Test, computer labs, computer classes, Reference services and LLC services; she also distributed library card applications.  

· GIBAULT ODYSSEY HOUSE  – This residential rehabilitation facility for men will soon open at Gibault and its staff members are interested in Outreach services.   

Glenda presented the popular “Reflections” program to 95 residents and staff members at the following agencies in the month of November: Royal Oaks, Wyndmoor, Sisters of Providence Healthcare, Meadows Manor East, Cannon Inn, Park Place, Springhill Village, and Anthony Square. 

The Outreach Department added three new homebound patrons and one new agency in the month of November for a total of 127 individuals and 130 agencies.  

M.
GIFTS

The Library gratefully acknowledges the following monetary contributions: 12+12 AA Group, $20, meeting room use.
N.
TRAVEL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION
Nothing to report
O.
PERSONNEL
1. Contractual Assignments
a) Eversole, Jerry D.  Securitas Security Officer, end assignment effective  October 27, 2011.
b) Newburn, Matthew M.  Securitas Security Officer, begin assignment effective November 16, 2011.
2. Leave of Absence (Without Pay)
a) Beckham, Matthew S.
Computer Lab Attendant (hourly).  Leave of absence without pay, effective December 10, 2011, with estimated return to work December 19, 2011.
Respectfully submitted

Nancy E. Dowell
12/11Adminlh
